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SUBJECT :MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER VORSTER 

1 . I WOULD LIKE YOU TO MEET AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH 
PRIME MINISTER VORSTER TO DISCUSS FURTHER MY MARCH 23 CON- 
VERSATION WITH FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA ABOUT SENDING AN 
EMISSARY TO MEET WITH THE PRIME MINISTER. I LOOK FORWARD 
TO LEARNING VORSTER'S REACTIONS TO THE FOLLOWING POINTS 
WHICH I WOULD LIKE YOU TO CONVEY TO VORSTER FROM ME: 

2. I HAVE LEARNED OF THE PRELIMINARY SOUTH AFRICAN RE- 
ACTIONS TO UK FOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN'S VISIT REGARDING 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA, AND TO THE WESTERN DEMARCHE ON NAMIBIA. 

THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTS THESE INITIATIVES. WE ARE PRE- 
PARED TO PLAY A ROLE IN A CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOU- 
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THERN RHODESIA, AND BELIEVE THAT THE FRAMEWORK ADVANCED 
ON NAMIBIA - UN SECURITY RESOLUTION 385 - OFFERS THE 
BEST BASIS FOR RESOLVING THAT QUESTION PEACEFULLY, AND IN A 
MANNER ACCEPTABLE INTERNATIONALLY AND INTERNALLY. 

3. I BELIEVE THAT IT COULD BE MUTUALLY PROFITABLE FOR 

A U.S. EMISSARY TO HAVE A FULL AND CANDID EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
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WITH VORSTER ON SOUTHERN RHODESIA, NAMIBIA, AND THE FUTURE 
POLITICAL EVOLUTION OF SOUTH AFRICA, ALL QUESTIONS FOR 
WHICH PRIME MINISTER VORSTER HAS AN IMPORTANT RESPONSIBI- 
LITY. MY EMISSARY WOULD SET FORTH OUR POSITION CONCERNING 
THE NEED FOR PROGRESS ON ALL THREE MATTERS, AND OUR BELIEF 
THAT U.S. RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA ARE APPROACHING 
A WATERSHED. 

4. PROGRESS ON THESE ISSUES WILL ALLOW US TO BUILD THE 
KIND OF POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE BETWEEN 
OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS. 

5. IF REAL PROGRESS CAN BE MADE AT SUCH A MEETING, I AM 
PREPARED TO HAVE A HIGH-LEVEL EMISSARY, CONCEIVABLY VICE 
PRESIDENT MONDALE, MEET WITH VORSTER. 

6. SHOULD, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT BE UNLIKELY THAT A MEET- 
ING AT THIS TIME WILL PRODUCE SIGNIFICANT RESULTS, IT 
MIGHT, QUITE FRANKLY, BE PREFERABLE TO AWAIT A MORE 
PROPITIOUS MOMENT, AND CONTINUE OUR CONTACTS THROUGH 
NORMAL DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 

7. I WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF HE WOULD CONVEY HIS OWN 
CANDID VIEWS TO ME THROUGH YOU. VORSTER MAY ALSO WISH 
TO USE THIS OCCASION TO GIVE YOU THE ASSESSMENT OF THE 
SITUATION IN SOUTHER AFRICA WHICH FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA 
TOLD ME HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD BE PREPARING FOR US. 
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8. FOR AMBASSADOR BOWDLER: SHOULD VORSTER RAISE THE 
QUESTION OF WHERE A MEETING WOULD BE HELD, YOU SHOULD 
REPLY THAT THE PLACE WOULD BE WORKED OUT DEPENDING UPON 
CIRCUMSTANCES EXISTING AT THE TIME. SHOULD HE SPECIFICALLY 
MENTION MEETING IN SOUTH AFRICA, YOU SHOULD SAY THAT THIS 

IS NOT EXCLUDED, BUT WOULD DEPEND UPON WHETHER SIGNIFICANT 
CONCRETE DEVELOPMENTS COULD BE ACHIEVED, POINTING OUT THAT 
THIS WOULD BE NEEDED IN ORDER TO PRESENT A POSITIVE FRAME- 
WORK FOR THE CONTACTS WITH SOUTH AFRICANS OF DIFFERENT 
RACES AND POLITICAL BELIEFS WHICH A HIGH-LEVEL EMISSARY 
WOULD HAVE TO HAVE DURING A VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA. BEST 
REGARDS. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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